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LETTER 


AUTHO n=" 


5 2REFACES and Prelimina- 
% ries are generally Impoſitions 
N on the Time and Patience of 
che Reader. I therefore pro- 


; conſider the material Points 
Jay; * of your Letter, | 
In your Title, « The true Principle of 


« Goſpel-Evidence is aſſigned.” What this 


Principle is, and whether you are real and in 


_ earneſt, in what you have advanced relating to 


it, may hereafter be conſidered. Your Labour 
and Concern ſeem chiefly employed in order to 
diſturb the Security and Satisfaction we have 
received from the beſt Defences of Chriſtianity. 

2 oY — * 


wy ceed without any Addreſs, to 


£41 


The Truth and 3 of your own Sen- 
timents are not eaſy to be collected. 
It is faid*, © That Opinions, founded on 
Prejudice and Ignorance, are not the Truth 
*« which the Goſpel requireth at our Hands.” 
But when you are near the Concluſion of your 
Performance, you affert *, If we do but once 
<« heartily and truly believe, it is a very invidi- 
< ous as well as ſuperfluous Diſtinction, to 
* concern ourſelves about, whether we know 
* upon what Grounds we believe, or not.” In 
the Affair of Faith, Truth and Falſhood, Right 
and Wrong, are, according to this Doctrine, 
empty Sounds. If we attain to the Warmth 
and Vigour of Believing, tho' by the moſt 
blind and enthuſiaſtical Methods, it will bring 
with it cordial Peace, and Aſſurance of Mind. 
Of what Uſe and Advantage is ſuch Doctrine 
as this to Mankind? Are Ignorance, Poſitive- 
neſs and Preſumption, ſuch amiable Qualities, 
as to deſerve all poſſible Encouragement ? Are 
there Appearances of Averſion to uch Leſſons, 
ſufficient to excite the Induſtry and Addreſs of 
lo able a Maſter? | 
WRITE Rs of your Rank ſhould have longer | 
Apprehenſions of Miſchief, from the Folly and 
Fury which naturally attend Ignorance, Bi- 
gotry, and preſumed Inſpiration, than from 
the Spirit and Temper of the Rationaliſt. To 
preſerve a Senſe of Religion among Mankind, 
is ſurely, in ſome Degree, neceſſary to the 
Peace and Welfare of Society. And if we 
believe the ſupreme Being hath interpoſed in 
this Affair, it becometh us to ſuppoſe, he hath 
done i it in a wiſe and worthy Manner. In all 
the 
Page 6. Page 114. 
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the Conſtructions we make of his declared Will 
and Pleaſure, with Regard to our Faith and 
Practice, nothing evidently diſhonourable is to 
be allowed. Reflections of this Kind have en- 
gaged good and wiſe Men to aſcribe Righteouſ- 
neſs to their Maker, and to endeavour to brin 
a good Report on pure and undefiled Religion. 
Lo alk“? “ Can a Man be baptized into 
« a rational Religion?“ By commenting on 
the Form of Baptiſm in our Church, you en- 
deavour to eſtabliſh the Negative; which you 
conclude” with, Yet ſuch is the Pleaſure 
and Ordinance of God himſelf in this Point.“ 
All this is ſaid as if the Whole of your Ac- 
count was expreſsly revealed in the New Teſta- 
ment. The Forms and Modes of Worſhip, 
the Manner of adminiſtring the Sacraments, 
and Definitions and Decrees relating to Doc- 
trines, as far as they are human Appointments, 
do not belong to our Conſideration. With 
original Chriſtianity only is our preſent Con- 
cern. But to your Queſtion : Was there ever 
in the World a Religion which deſerved the 
Name of rational? Have there not been, in 
many Religions, ſeveral Things very fitting 
and reaſonable, tho* attended with many and 
ſhocking Abſurdities? Hath not the Chriſtian 
Religion as fair and juſt a Pretence as any other 
to be deemed rational? Where is the Abſur- 
dity of the Relations and Friends of Infants 
dedicating them to the Service of God, and 
engaging to bring them up in the Fear and 
Reverence of their Maker, and in all the Vir- 
tues and Duties which become us as ſocial Be- 
ings ? ol would it be for Man, in his pre- 


lent. 
Page 9. 
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1 
ſent and future State, were theſe Promiſes duly | 
regarded by thoſe whoſe Buſineſs 1t 1s to in- 


ſtruct, and did good Inſtructions make a laſt 


ing and proper Impreſſion when they are given. 
TRE material and moſt important Particulars 

of Religion, are Truths allow'd and acknow- 
ledged by all; Atheiſts excepted. As for di- 
ſtinguiſhing Points; true it is, they are, by all 
Parties, more eagerly and induſtriouſly inculca- 
ted than the weightier Matters of the Law. By 
a Zeal for theſe, have not Men in all Ages and 
Places of the World attained to high Fame and 
Reputation? A proper Diſtinction and Separa- 
tion is not to be expected from the Bulk of Man- 
kind. Their Heads are only turned to the con- 
fuſed Sound of Words. And when this is owing, 
to the Want of Capacity and Opportunity, they 
are excuſable before the great Ruler of the Uni- 
_ verſe, who only expects Returns according to 
the Talents we have received. As for thoſe 
who by their State and Condition are in full 
Poſſeſſion of the Means of Information, on 
them it is incumbent to review the Suggeſtions 
of Education, and to practiſe Care and Impar- 

tiality in the important Affair of Religion. 
Your Account of believing is terrible and 
affecting... © The great Command to believe 
is peremptory, and abſolute. No Condi- 
tions in the Cafe that we ſhall believe if we 
% have Time, if we have Abilities, c.“ This 
will be the more terrible, if extended to all 
Articles of Belief, which have been received in 
the Chriſtian World. But God hath only re- 
quired what is ſhort, plain, and evidently con- 
nected with our Duty. Expreſs Intimations of 
the 


Page 23. 
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the Allowance of Excuſes are not neceſſary 
from a wiſe and good Lawgiver. Inſtances of 
theſe being real and not affected, are not ſo 


common as is ſuppoſed. A careleſs and ſecure 


World is to be ſtrongly and poſitively ſum- 
moned to its Duty; but when ſuch real Inca- 
pacities intervene, from the Knowledge we 


have of the divine Perfections, we may be ſa- 


tified there will be a gracious Allowance. 


What you urge *, doth not alter the Satisfac- 
tion we have in this Way of Thinking. 


Ir is obſerved ?, © That the Inſtructions of 


Parents repreſent all future Diſcoveries and 

« Alterations as ſomething beyond meaſure 
c heinous and deteſtable.* This is indeed 
true too commonly in Fact, but not founded 
on any Authority, either of natural or revealed 
Religion. e 9 

Wirz the following Account of the Pur- 
poſe of Prayer we are entertained ©; © But if 


ce the attaining the Perfection of our Faith, 
« Labours of every Kind were to be ſpared 
<« was to be introduced after a like Manner, by 
Methods purely divine, and without any of 
% our Aſſiſtance.” = 
WHEREVER there have been Acknowledg- 
ments of a Deity, Applications by Prayer have 
been the certain Conſequence. Weak and 


miſtaken Devotees have often ſtrongly pre- 


ſumed, that their Labours of every other 
Kind were to be ſpared. But ſuch Preſump- 


tions have been ever regarded, by all ſober- 


F 
Page 44, 45, &. b Page 12. © Page 10. 


Prayer be the effectual Means propoſed for 
there is a ſtrong Preſumption too, that our 


throughout the whole Progreſs ; and that it 


+a 
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1 ** 
minded 1 as wholly unreaſonable. We 
read *, © The Way of Man is not in himſelf, 
« it is not in Man that walketh to direct his 
<« Steps.” Again *, © Commit thy Works unto 
„ the Lord.” We are alſo to © be careful 
for nothing*.” Are we then to expreſs our 
Obedience to ſuch Inſtructions, by ſhutting our 
Eyes, and taking no Heed to our Paths; by 
being careleſs and negligent in all our Affairs, 
and expecting conſtant Relief and Aſſiſtance 
from Heaven in a miraculous Manner? Far 
from this, we are to take heed to our Ways, 
to walk circumſpectly, and by Labour and Di- 
ligence to provide for Things honeſt in the 
Sight of all Men. 5 
AnD is not all this Reaſoning equally valid, 
when applied to religious Affairs? Are we not 
to meditate on theſe Things, to uſe our beſt 
Judgment and Underſtanding, in order to 
procure proper Notices? In Return for your 
Form here ſuggeſted, I will venture to offer 
another, conſiſtent with my preſent Deſign; 
Give me, O God, a conſtant Affection 
and Value for Truth. May none of my Pur- 
ſuits be obſtructed by Prejudice, Intereſt, or 
any corrupt Affection. Let me not be unduly 
influenced by the Fear and Reverence of Man; 
nor by any injurious Apprehenſions of thee, as 
a ſevere and partial Being. My true Glorying 
is to underitand and know thee to be the Lord; 
to believe and to practiſe the important Parti- 
culars of natural and revealed Religion. As 
thou haſt given me Abilities and Powers, to 
think and to reafon about theſe Things, may I 
employ them in the moſt upright and conſcien- 
| tious 
A Jae *. 23. Þ Prov. xvi. af. N 6. 
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| tious Manner. In order utterly to diſcourage 
ſuch Meaſures, from Page 13 to 15, we are 
told, That ſettling Doubts is precarious —» 


80 likely to take up too much Time — and a 
“rational Faith may not come time enough to 


<« regulate our Practice.” Are then the uſeful 
Particulars of Piety and Virtue not to be known 
without long and tedious Inquiries? Is the 
Knowledge of the Difference betwixt Good and 
Evil difficult and uncertain in its Attainment? 
Is the Faith which enableth us to overcame the 
World inconſiſtent with Reaſoning and Inqui- 
ring? How ſoon may we ſatisfy ourſelves of 
the Reaſonableneſs of that Faith which en- 
gageth us to believe that God 1s, and that he 
is the Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him? I do not mean that every one 1s capable 


of accurately apprehending the Proofs of his 
Being d Priori or d Poſteriori: But the Notion | 


of a Being, who made and governeth the 


World, and who will, ſince he doth it not here, 


hereafter make a proper Diſtinction betwixt the 
Good and the Evil, is obvious and natural. If 


Men live without God i in the World, in Chri- 


ſtian Countries, where this Knowledge is eaſy 
to be attained, it 1s becauſe their Hearts are 
brutal and corrupt. They love Darkneſs, be- 
cauſe their Deeds are evil. This 1s the Caſe, 
becauſe “ they will not know, they will not 
* conſider.” But to Thinking, Conſideration, 
. and Knowledge, by you, all Miſcarriages in 
Chriſtianity are aſcribed. 

We have already obſerved, that all our pre- 


ſent Concern is with pure and ſimple Chriſti a 
do: 


nity ; and not to account for Difficulties adde 


by religious Eſtabliſhments. You are not there- 


B fore 
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fore to expect any Remarks on the Article con- 


cerning good Works done before Faith; Part 


of which is quoted Page 15. If there are 
Texts which ſeem to countenance fo harſh a 


Doctrine, theſe Appearances ſhould be corrected 
by ſuch as afford poſitive Evidence to the con- 


trary. Thus, © God is no Reſpecter of Per- 
„ ſons.— And, Glory, Honour and Peace, 
% to every Man that worketh Good, to the 
« Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile, For there 


is no Reſpect of Perſons with God.“ Page 


16, will be conſidered hereafter. 
Ir is ſaid, © © That Religion therefore can 


never be a Thing to be taught, that it muſt 


needs be ſomething that does not require 
Time to attain. The Father of our Spirits, 
by ſending his Spirit into our Hearts, can in an 
Inſtant turn the moſt Profligate and Diſobedi- 
ent from the Folly of Iniquity to the Wiſdom 
of the Juſt. However, this is far from being 
the common and conſtant Method of ceaſing 
to do Evil, and learning to do well. But when. 
it is ſo, ſurely we may employ the remaining 


Part of Life in learning many material Parti- 


culars relating to Religion. 
WHarT is advanced, ce As to few Men be- 
„ing qualified for Reaſoning ®, —“ and the 
“ Generality's being formed entirely with a 
e View to active Live, are Truths readily 
allowed. But muſt your young Gentleman 


therefore captivate his Underſtanding to the 


Obedience of a blind and an implicit Faith ? 
You allow, Mr. a 8 3 22 
cc a 


a Ar x. 34. d. Rom. ii. 10, 11, Page 17. 
page 17, 18, Kc. | 5 


1 1 


« all Contradiction, the Veracity of the ſacred 
« Writings and Miſſion.“ —-And at the ſame 
Time labour to prove your not being obliged 


99 


to * apprehend and believe.“ + Demon- 
« ſtrative doubtleſs it is, but what is that to 
me, who have not the Talents requiſite to 
<« enter into Demonſtration ? ** This is further 
illuſtrated by the Inſtance of Muſick, and the 
Caſe of him who wants both Taſte and an Ear. 
Needleſs are all theſe Arguings ; for Impoſſibi- 
lities are not expected from us, either by God 
or by any reaſonable Man ; and perfect Incapa- 
city affordeth a perfect Excuſe. Mr. Addiſon's 

Piece, The Excellent Analogy, and other Perfor- 
mances of the ſame Rank, were never intended 
for common Readers, and yet may have their 
Uſe and Significancy. | 

You truly obſerve, * „Ho much Preju- 
« dice—a thouſand ſtrong Impreſſions natu- 
« ral Attachments to Cuſtoms, Perſons and 
« Things--- Notions familiarized, c. diſ- 
qualify for fair Reaſoning. But then, in 
Places where Freedom and Liberty of Debate 
are allowed, there are conſiderable Balances 1 in 
che other Scale. 

Trex ſolemn Decrees of Authority are ſul- 
pected ; every thing 1s eagerly and carefully 
examined, and diſadvantageous Reports induſ- 
triouſly publiſhed. Men have a Pride and a 
Pleaſure in ſeparating themſelves from the 
Vulgar; ſuch is the Value they have for Di- 

ſtinction and Regard. 
From Page 24 to 25, many Things are of- 
fered to prove, that a rational Faith, when 
| B 2 | ; attained, 
Page 19. Page 23. 
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attained, would not anſwer the End. - It 
* would prove too cold.“ If Knowledge re- 


forms and correcteth the Heat and Poſitiveneſs 
which attendeth conceited Ignorance, arè we 
thus reduced to a faulty Diſpoſition? Do we 
thus judge of Mens Temper and Behaviour in 
temporal Affairs? The Wrath of Man work 
< eth not the Righteouſneſs of God.“ It doth 
not promote that right and equal Behaviour 
wherein true Goodneſs conſiſtetn. Your “ lau- 
& dable Warmth' - And © reſenting with a 


* becoming Ardour - naturally lead into 


inhuman and perſecuting Meaſures. Coolneſs, 


on which you beſtow ſo many Reproaches, is 
more likely to diſpoſe us to Humility and 


Meekneſs than your laudable Qualities. Now 

* the Meek will he guide in Judgment, and 

* ſuch will he teach his Law.” 5 
YovR next Reproach on a rational Faith is, 


That it would prove too changeable.“— 


Changeableneſs, when properly underſtood and 
explained, doth not contain in it the terrible 
Objections which you ſuggeſt. The practical 
Points of Chriſtianity being plain and evident, 
as to theſe there can be no Alteration, When 
we are reſolved to be and to do Good. But in 
the whole Syſtem of Religion, there are many 
Particulars which have ever been, and ever will 


continue to be the Subject of Debate and Con- 


troverſy. 


Rx avinc and Meditation muſt make very 
important Alterations in the uncorrect and con- 


fuſed Notions which are entertained at firſt. 


There are few, who ever think at all, who 
have attained ſo perfectly to your recommended 
Page 26. + 
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Ignorance and Obedience of Thought, as to 
be exempted from many Changes in their real 
inward Sentiments. Would there not be an 
End of all Wondering and Clamouring about 
Changing, did we duly conſider how wide and 
extended the Bounds of probable, and how nar- 
row thoſe of 1 Kann and Belief 
are? 
Ho ftrong is your Caution againſt all Ins 
tempts towards exercifing our Underftandings? 
„The very preſuming we have a Right to 
call theſe Matters to a Re-hearing, and Abi= 
* lities to decide in them for ourſelves, is an 
* effectual Step taken towards throwing off all 
that obſequious Awe and Dependance which 
js the Life of this Cauſe.” 
Tris Remark is ſuited to the Cauſe of Su- 
perſtition and Abſurdity, not to the Cauſe of 
a Religion communicated by the Father of 
Lights, and worthy of all Acceptance, by 
Creatures capable of knowing their Maſter 8 
Will. 

A FURTHER Objection i is, The rational 
„ Believer cannot promiſe to himſelf the Sa- 
« tisfaction of Mind, reſulting from the Faith 
“ for which you contend. But will not the 
_ contrary be found true? When Reaſon is added 
to Religion, we are qualified to enlighten the 
Darkneſs of our moſt gloomy Horrors. We 
can reflect on the Promiſes and Perfections of 
God; on the Condition and Circumſtances of 
human Beings. Whereas, the Vigour of En- 
thuſiaſm being broken by calamitous Accidents, 
the Mind ſinks down into the deepeſt. Deſpair, 

—2 75 18 incapable of making — Efforts. Who 


hath 
Page 28. . Page 29. 0 
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hath the juſteſt Expectation of Relief from 


Heaven, in the diſmal Moments of Life, the 
Man who hath employed all the Powers and 


Faculties of his Mind, in order to know and 


ferve his Maker; or another; who hath worked 


_ himſelf up into the Fulneſs of Aſſurance from 


a groundleſs Confidence? 

WHAT is advanced in the laſt Place * EF” 
moſt ſurpriſtng, ----<* No Conviction, drawn 
* from.Reaſoning, can ever have Force enough 
to make us virtuous againſt our Inclina- | 
% tions. — But will Conviction, without 
Reaſoning, be of greater Efficacy? When we 


are convinced God Almighty hath a Right to 


oblige us to a virtuous Behaviour; when, be- 


ſides this, we are ſatisfied, how fit and reaſon- 
able the Practice of Virtue is, and the Avoiding 


of Vice; are not ſuch Conſiderations the true 
Methods of ſubduing our evil Inclinations? 
When Men will not attend unto, when they 
will not be influenced by ſuch eaſy and ſure 
Notices, they have no Cloak for their Sins. 
The ceaſing to do Evil, the learning to do well, 
the Beginning of and the Progreſs in Good- 
neſs is managed in this Manner. Such are the 


divine, and ſuch are human Inſtructions. There- 


fore is the Appeal to our natural Senſe ; Con- 
<« ſider and ſhew yourſelves Men, O ye Tranſ- | 
„ grefſors!” . They who will thus fix their 
Thoughts, will gain Reſolutions ; and by Prac- 
tice, ſuch a Reliſh, as will produce a Change in 


their Inclinations. This is the Part we are to 


act; to which, if we attend with Care and Sin- 
cerity, what is wanting will be ſupplied by the 
Father of our Spirits. The Inſtructions, the 

| | 7 Pro- 
2 Page 30. . 
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Promiſes and Threatnings of the New Teſtament, 
afford us great and important Aſſiſtances. To 
Mens being wholly influenced by ſenſual Deſires, 
and abſolutely refuſing to think and conſider, we 
muſt aſcribe the ſmall Succeſs theſe Motives 
have had. You proceed, © If this rational 
4 Faith will not ſerve us even defenſively—-much 
« leſs will it, to produce a faithful Martyr.” 
The primitive Martyrs had indeed miraculous 
Aid of Aſſurance and Reſolution. Peculiar 
Supports have been afforded to good Men ſince 
in like Circumſtances. But there have been 
Inſtances, where the pure Love of Truth, and 
ſincere Regards to Honeſty and Integrity, have 
determined Men to lay down their Lives, with 
great Firmneſs and Reſolution. Before the 
Appearance of Chriſtianity, Pains and Penalties 
were rarely inflicted on Diſſenters among the 

Heathens; we might elſe have had many other 
ſuffering Heroes beſides Socrates. Inſtances of 
Infidels and Hereticks, being Martyrs to thoſe 
Opinions of the Truth of which they profeſ- 
{ed to be perſuaded, are known and undenia- 
ble. Why muſt the Evidences for Chriſtia- 
nity be ſuppoſed wholly ineffectual ? Are they 
who have applied Reaſon to Rehgion, by ſuch 
Habits of Thinking, diſpoſed to an undue Love 
of Life and the World? Why ſhould they be 
_ eager, a little to prolong a vain and ſhort Du- 
ration, on mean and unworthy Terms? Are 
the trifling and unſatisfying Objects of Senſe 
indeared to them by ſuch Speculations? _ 
% > You propoſe to make it plain from 
« Scriptdre, that no ſuch Appeal to the Un- 
** derſtanding was actually ever. made or in- 
tende 
Page 32. d Page 35. 5 | 
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“ tended.” Did he lay the Arguments and 


* Proofs of his Miſſion before his Diſciples ? 
& -—- No ſuch Matter. For his Part, he taught 


them as one having Authority. -—TIf he had 


„ taken the other Method, they knew nothing 
* of Reaſoning.” Did not he do thus to his 
Own, when he practiſed this Condeſcenſion to 


the Diſciples of John the Baptiſt? O Go and 


* ſhew Jobs again thoſe Things which ye do 
„hear and ſee: The Blind receive their Sight, 
& and the Lame walk; the Lepers are cleanſed, 


and the Deaf hear; the Dead are raiſed 


and the Poor have the Goſpel preached to 
mn. 

His Authority was not affected and Sd, 
but was really inherent in him, and effectually 


expreſſed and exerted. Being ſupernaturally 


qualified to touch the Heart, and enlighten the 


2 Underſtanding, human Arts of Inſtruction 
were vain and ſuperfluous. They did not want 


human Wiſdom, having the encouraging Pro- 
miſe of a Mouth and Wiſdom, which all 
their Adverſaries ſhould not be able to gain- 
« ſay ©.” What can be more proper and con- 
cluſive than his reaſoning about the Woman 
who had ſeven Huſbands *? The Apoſtles 


readily and willingly entered into ſeveral Sorts 


of Reaſoning, proper to the Perſons with 
whom they were concerned. He diſputed 
<« in the Synagogue with the Fews, and with 
« devout Perſons, and in the Market daily 
with them that met with him.” He 
„ reaſoned in the Synagogue every Sabbath, 


Ng and . the Fews and the Greeks.” 


2 3 © 
Fae 36 & 37. > Match. xi. 4,5. © Luke xi. 15. 


4 Luke xx. 34, 35, 36. Acts xvii. 17. Adds xviii. 4. 
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a ® He reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Tempe- 
% rance, and Judgment to come.“ Such as 
#heſe are material Particulars belonging to 
Faith : Moral Qualities are not then oppoſite 
to Faith, and we are to reaſon Men into their 
Duty. So alſo to our Purpoſe, » * And be 
« ready always to give an Anſwer to every 
Man that aſketh you a Reaſon of the Hope | 
* that is i % 
Wu ax has been ſuggeſted will, I hope, be 

confidered as a ſufficient Reply to what 1s ad- 
vanced till we come to Page 46. But before I 
proceed, a ſhott Notice muſt be taken of the 
following Paſſage e, The Phariſees tempting 
« aſked him a Sign—He ſighed deeply at their 
“ Perverſeneſs—and ſtiled them a fooliſh and 
e an adulterous Generation for their Preſump- 
tion.“ Upon a Review, ſurely you will not 
inſiſt on what is here offered being to your 
Purpoſe : The Caſe was this“; when he had 


1 caſt out a Devil which was dumb, ſome malici- 


ouſly and unreaſonably imputed this toBeelzebub, 
* others tempting him, aſked him a Sign from 
Heaven; . e. they were not ſatisfied with the 
earthly Signs of his Power in caſting out De- 
vils, but called on him to produce ſome won- 
derful Appearances from Heaven. Now, to 
ſuch petulant and ſaucy* Demands, of evil- 
minded Perſons, his Denial and Reproof were 
very proper. | 

*« You aſſure us Miracles were not meant as 
„Arguments.“ Let us attend to the Particu- 


lars you have advanced from hence to Page 51. 
As Miracles have been performed by falſe Pro- 
6 phets, 


2 As xxiv. . , © Page 37, 38. 
* Luke xi. 14, &. Ver. 16. Page 46. RO 


phets; ſimply conſidered, and without proper 
Qualifications and Circumſtances, it is not pre- 
tended they can produce a full and proper Evi- 
dence: But when they have theſe, do not 
therefore become trifling and inſignificant. 
Ax Page 47, © You alledge, that this Evi- 
| e dence was in Strictneſs, but the natural Ef- 
« fect of their Doctrine, inſtead of any ſuper- 
* natural Proof of its Veracity.” In this 
Light you would have us regard the caſting 
out of Devils and healing the Sick. The for- 
i mer is repreſented in Scripture, as a freeing 
if Men from mental and bodily Diſorders, with 
it which they were ſuppoſed to be affected by 
0 the Adverſary of Mankind, rather than deli- 
vering them from his vicious and immoral In- 
fluences. „ | 

i Bzs1DEs, in the many beneficial Cures which 
Ts he performed, the Nature of the Fact is not 
WM fo much to be regarded, as the Manner of the 
| _ Performance; theſe Things were done with a 
| Word, and in an Inſtant, which are evident 
Fl Proofs of a ſupernatural Efficacy. 

| | 

| 


| | 
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Ir mult ſeem ſtrange too, if our Lord 
had any Deſign to convince by theſe Works, 
« that he ſhould always be ſo remarkably upon 
| * the Reſerve in that Reſpect, whenever he 
pl. happened among unbelieving Company.“ 
= Strange Aſſertion! Were they all Believers at 
Wl the Marriage of Cana in Galilee? * Where was 
10 the remarkable Reſerve in the Manner of rai- 
0 ſing Lazarus from the Dead, or the Widow's 
Son at Nain? Could any Thing be more pub- 
1 lick, than the caſting out the Devil which was 
blind and dumb ©? The unbelieving Multitude 
were 
{1 | Page 48. b John ii. 12. c Mate. xii. 22. 
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were amazed and affected; but ſome of the 
Phariſees, and others, far from commencing 
Believers, offended in an unpardonable Man- 
ner, by blaſpheming the Divine Power by 
which theſe Miracles were performed. Can 

there be a more direct Contradiction to the 
Hypotheſis here advanced, than our Saviour's 
Manner of upbraiding the Cities which had 
been the Scene of his Miracles. Wo unto 
( thee Chorazin, wo unto thee Bethſaida, for 

« if the mighty Works which were done in 
you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
ce had repented long ago in Sackcloth and 
„ Aſhes.” Were not theſe Miracles publick 
and evident to the Infidel] Inhabitants of thoſe 
Places? 

« HEROD's Jefiring to ſee ſome Sign done 
„by him, we allow was not much to his Ad- 
vantage: For this Want only aroſe from 
vain Curioſity. A cruel and profligate Prince 
had no Right to ſuch a Gratification. Our Sa- 
viour well knew, nothing he could perform, 
would have any laſting good Effect; for the 
preſent his Sufferings might have been ſuſ- 
pended, which 1t was now neceſſary ſhould be 
commun finiſhed. | 

Your laſt Remark is, „“ Wherever we find 
ce them conferr'd, it was ſtill firſt perceiving 
« the Patient had Faith to be healed.“ Surely 
it will be difficult to prove this in the Caſe of 
the Lame at Betheſda, and the blind Man ſent 
to the Pool of Siloam: The contrary feemeth 
evident in the Caſe of Demoniacks, and of 
thoſe to whom Healing was ſent at a Diſtance. 

C42 They 


. Matt. xk. 21. Page a9, Fa 
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They who had an humble Rielle on his 


Power and Goodneſs, had a Right to ſuch pe- 
culiar Favours. Very proper therefore was the 
Addreſs to them: According to your Faith 


be it unto you: And © thy Faith hath 
made thee whole.“ 


If Miracles were neceſſary in the ary 
*© of the Goſpel, they are ſo ſtill, and will be 
« to the End of the World.” In the Be- 
ginning they were neceſſary, in order to pro- 
cure Attention and Regard to new Doctrines, 
and to give Authority and Evidence to the firſt 
Miſſionaries : But in Countries where Chriſtia- 
anity 15 the common Profeſſion, and no ſuch 
original Prejudices are to be ſurmounted, the 
ordinary Methods of Inſtruction are ſufficient. 
£ It they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 


„ neither will they be perſuaded, tho? one roſe 


from the Dead.” The moſt faithful Narra- 
tives of Miracles cannot give them a primitive 
Strength and Evidence ; but when Accounts of 
them are credibly conveyed, Time doth not 
weaken and diſgrace their Sufficiency, in Point 
of Credit, in the Manner you affert *, “ The 
Light of Convictian therefore, which 3 1s thus 


5 Nceived. can extend no farther than to the 


FE Eye-witneſs himſelf, loft and extinguiſhed 
** the firſt Moment it is offered to be impart- 
« ed.” When the Credit of a Hiſtory is well 
eſtabliſhed, our Aſſent is due to Narratives of 
uncommon, as well as of common Facts. The 
Miracles of the New Teftament were numerous, 
of great Variety, and many of them perform'd 
in a publick Manner: They on whoſe Credit 
we receive them, were under no Temptation 
tO 
2 Pave 52. d Page 55. 
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to deceive from any temporal Adams; ; On 
the contrary, the Doctrine they propagated, 
expoſed them to all Sorts of Inconveniencies 
and Sufferings. But not to inſiſt on ſuch ob- 
vious and well known Particulars, you muſt 
be reminded, that they have the very ſame 
Support as your true Principle. Is not the 
Narrative of theſe Facts more expreſs and in- 
diſputable, than your Doctrine of Goſpel Evi- 

dence? Which remaineth now to be conſidered. 

IT is ſubmitted to the Publick, whether you 
have any Right to ſpeak with ſo much Aſſu- 
rance , * Of the numerous and glaring Ab- 
« ſurdities that follow ſo manifeſtly from the 
„ firſt View of the reaſoning Scheme.” The 
Preliminary to your great Diſcovery i is imme- 
diately before in theſe Words; The God of 
“ Tuſtice has aſſured us, both from our natu- 
ral Idea of him, and his own poſitive Word, 
that he will require no more of his Crea- 
tures, than what he has given them Ability 
to perform. The Belief of the Goſpel is 
required under the ſevereſt Penalty,—1t is 
* our own Fault if we do not believe it. 

Tas true Principle you aſſign in Scripture 
Terms ®*, © No Man can ſay that Jeſus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt.” It is ob- 
vious, that in explaining and repreſenting your 
Sentiments here, you perpetually confound the 
Caſe of the Apoſtles and the firſt Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, with the Bulk of Mankind in all 
ſucceeding Ages of the World; particularly 
the Aſſurances of miraculous and infallible 
Knowledge given to the Apoſtles, are applied 
to all Chriſtians, from John xv. 26. © The 


* Spirit 


cc 
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» Page 55. ® Page 56. 
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« Spirit of Truth which proceedeth from the 
« Father, he ſhall teſtiſy of me.“ Again, 
% When the Spirit of Truth is come, he will 

* guide you into all Truth.” 

Tuxy were endued with a Meaſure and 
Certainty of Knowledge peculiar to their Of. 
fice, the Expectation of which in common 
Chriſtians would be vain and preſumptuous : 


They were inſpired with true Faith, and poſ- 


ſeſſed miraculous Powers; theſe ſtrong and pe- 
culiar Aſſiſtances of the Spirit were neceſſary 
in order to accompliſh the great and peculiar 
Work to which they were appointed; they 


were particularly promiſed immediately before 


his Paſſion *, and again immediately before his 


: Aﬀcenſion ©, The Obedience of Faith and the 


renouncing of common Senſe and Reaſon, in 
all Caſes relating to Religion, is urged from 
Particulars which were miraculous and extraor- 
dinary. You aver, Diſobedience of this 
„Kind contrary to the whole Tenor of the 
“ Goſpel :* Your Proof is, With what Se- 
<« yerity does our Lord reprove the Sin of In- 
% fidelity in his Diſciples, when their Veſſel 
« was actually ſinking under them, and it had 
„ been from all Appearance a Sin againſt com- 


mon Senſe to have thought any otherwile ? 


In like Manner was Zacharias ſtruck dumb 
< on the Spot, for only heſitating upon what 
« carried, according to the common Courſe of 
Nature, the higheſt Face of Impoſſibility.“ 

To theſe you add, Abraham's believing in 


Hope againſt Hope. But it will be eaſy to 


make it appear, that the Want of a rational 
Faith 


John xvi. 13. Þ Chap, xiv. 26. © Luke xxiv. 49. 


« Page 78. 
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Faith was reproved in the two firſt Caſes; and 
a reaſonable Dependance on the divine Promiſes 
is commended in the third. The Diſciples 
had ſeen ſo many Inſtances of Power and Good- 
neſs in their Lord and Maſter, that had not 
their Fright rendered them incapable of attend- 
ing to proper Conſiderations, they might rea- 
dily have argued themſelves into the Aſſurance 
of Safety, eſpecially when they had before 
their Eyes the Miracle of his walking on the 
Water. Peter's Terror coming after the mira- 
raculous Support was afforded to him, deſerved 
the ſevereſt Rebuke . Whoever readeth the 
Manner in which the Angel appeared to Za- 
charias, and the Particulars which he deliver- 
ed o, will find his Heſitating deſerved the Pu- 
niſhment inflicted. It was eaſy to infer, that 
natural Incapacities were no Objections to the 
Truth of ſo ſupernatural a Meſſage. 

ABRAHAM's Cale, by a partial Quotation, 
is notoriouſly miſrepreſented. F or, after Praiſes 
have been beſtowed on the Strength and Stea- 
dineſs of his Faith, we are informed of the 
Manner in which he reaſoned himſelf into this 
Behaviour. © Being fully perfuaded, that 
«© what he had promiſed, he was able alſo to 
* perform.” Many Paſſages have been and 
may be omitted, without any Injury to your 
main Argument. But what is introduced with 
ſo much ſolemn Aſſurance in the following 
Words, muſt not be neglected. 4 The Paſſage 
that moſt fully, and beyond all Poſſibility of 

; „ Miſconception, defcribes to us the true Nature 

* of Faith, in profeſſed Oppoſition to. that. 


% miſ- 


2 Matt 2. 204-30; o Luke f L , Kom. 
. 1. Page 79. 
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« miſtaken Notion of a rational one, is in 


Rom. x. 6, 7, &c.” How this is, beyond 


all Poſſibility of Miſconception, a Deſcription of 
the enthuſiaſtical Perſuaſion, which you have 
thought fit to dignify with the Character of 
true Faith, will appear in a few Words. Hath 
not this Impoſſibility of wrong Conception hap- 


pened to ſome of our beſt Commentators? That 


I may not be too tedious, I will only produce 
Mr. Locke's Note. —-- St. Paul had told them, 
% That the End of the Law was to bring 
« them to Life by Faith in Chriſt, that they 
might be juſtified, and ſo be ſaved. To 
% convince them of this, he brings three 
“ Verſes out of the Book of the Law itſelf, 
* declaring, that the Way to Life was by 
* harkening to that Word which was ready 
„ in their Mouth, and in their Heart; that 


therefore they had no Reaſon to reject Jeſus 
„ Chriſt, becauſe he died and was removed 


« into Heaven, and was remote from them; 
ce their very Law propoſed Life to them by 
e ſomething nigh them, that might lead them 
to their Deliverer, by Words and Doctrines 
„that might always be at Hand, in their 
„ Mouths and in their Hearts, and ſo lead 
them to Chriſt, :. e. to that Faith in him 
* which the Apoſtle preached to them.“ Were 


we not laid by you under a Prohibition, with 


Regard to all rational Appeals, in Things ap- 


_ pertaining to Faith, we ſhould preſume to ſay, 


you have produced Sounds, but have neglected 
Senſe and Meaning. Strong Aſſertions, and 


politive Declarations, are Proofs only in the 
| Opi⸗- 


Vierſe 4. 
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Opinion of thoſe who are willing and prepared 
to receive any ſort of Satisfaction. 

TE Manner of ſome, in allowing Chriſtians 
to examine, we have, Page 87, which conclud- 
eth“ In God's Name, judge freely all of you 
« for yourſelves ; but then be ſure to judge all 
« of you juſt as we do, or expect to ſtand to the 
« Conſequence, Fc.“ This Behaviour is repre- 
ſented by you in ſtrong and lively Terms in the 
following Pages. Its Abſurdity and Inconſiſ- 
tency is particularly expoſed Page 98 What 
_ © they mean by inviting us to diſpute on reli- 
* gious Subjects, ſhall appear at laſt to imply 
no more than this, That we are to diſpute 
«* for, but not againſt them.” What is con- 
tinued to Page 96, containeth Remonſtrances 
and Reaſonings, which well deſerve the atten- 
tive Conſideration of thoſe whom they do more 
eſpecially concern. Woe to the World, 
e becauſe of Offences; for it muſt needs be, 
% that Offences come, S. 
„ Magiſtrate's taking upon him to inculcate 
« the fame particular Belief, — is produced as 


_ « a plain Proof, that they were ſatisfied in 


<« themſelves, that Reaſon was never deſigned 
“to have any Share in the Office.” The Ma- 
giſtrate has not only undertaken to oblige his 
Subjects to Conformity in Chriſtian Countries. 
but in other Places, before and ſince the Eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity. Many and juſt have 
been the Complaints againſt his Method and 
Manner of Proceeding. Meek, mild and 
merciful, was the Behaviour of the great Au- 
thor of our Religion; and of the ſame Nature, 

all his Precepts and Directions. But ſevere 
= and 
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and inhuman have many Laws been, and they 


have been executed with unrelenting Rigour, 


as neceſſary Supports to ' Chriſtianity. Such 


have been the Meaſures not only againſt its 
profeſſed Enemies, but againſt Chriſtians of 
different Diſtinctions and Denominations. Bar- 
barities, equally horrible with thoſe which have 


raged among the moſt barbanous Nations, have 
by this Means been committed in the Chriſtian 
World. The higheſt Aſſurance of the infalli- 


ble Inſpiration of Truth being afforded to the 
Magiſtrate, is no Juſtification of a Conduct, 
which is a direct Contradiction of his Ways 
and Laws, who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. 
Ir hath from hence been inferred, that be 
religious Affairs have been ſo improperly ad- 
miniſtred, the Magiſtrate ſhould here have no 
Care nor Concern. But 1s not this too haſty 
and forward ? His having no Right to puniſh, 
excepting in Inſtances where the Welfare of 
Society is directly and plainly affected, is rea- 
dily granted. But are all Encouragements and 
Supports in religious Affairs improper? The 
Impropriety is ſuppoſed to be clearly made 
out; becauſe amongſt the Variety of Religions 
which are in the World, one only can be true 
and conſequently this Influence muſt, with a 
ſingle Exception, be conſtantly wrong applied. 
To ſuperſtitious Rites, to frivolous and unimpor- 
tant Forms and Modes, the Name of the true 
Church and Religion hath too commonly been 


given; and hither have all Views and Regards 


been directed. But had the plain and more 
unexceptionable Points been chiefly conſidered, 


and the weightier Matters of the Law, thus 
| the 
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the Care of the Magiſtrate might have proved 
a Bleſſing to the World. 
WHAT is advanced * with Regard to Uni- 
verſity Education, and parental Inſtructions, is 
now to be conſidered. To my Superiors I 
leave the Defence of early Impoſitions and 
Subſcriptions, not likely to be truly underſtood 
by thoſe to whom they are offered. Departing 
afterwards from the ſtrict Senſe of what is thus 
injoined, occaſioneth Reproaches; but not al- 
ways with Juſtice and Truth. For who can 
promiſe and aſſure, eſpecially in ſuch an _— 
with Regard to Futurity ? * 
Wren parental Inſtruction is managed agree- | 
ably to the Spirit of the Goſpel, there is no- 
thing ſo unfair as is ſuppoſed. They who 
teach Children Hatred and Contempt of thoſe 
who differ from them, and to guard their own 
Opinions with Pride and Poſitiveneſs, infect 
their Minds with Vice and Irreligion, while 
they pretend to give them Notions of Piety 
and Virtue. It has been often urged, that in 
ordeꝭ to proceed equitably in the Method of 


Education, all the Advantages and Diſadvan- 


tages f a religious Perſuaſion ought to be pro- 
poſed without any Diminution. To practical 
Goodneſs this Obſervation cannot be applied. 
All the favourable Views and Arguments ought 
to be propoſed to Youth, in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner, on the Side of Piety and Virtue. 
In the School of the World, they will ſoon 
hear Leſſons of a quite different Strain; and 
will be perpetually taught to do Evil by a Va- 
riety of Examples. 
D — 


Page 99, 101, &c. 
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iſt | Ir is an Advantage to the peculiar Doctrines 
Wh of Chriſtianity to give them the firſt Poſſeſſion. 
: of the Mind. But this Obſervation is chiefly 
| verified in the unthinking Part of Mankind. 
i This is indeed fo prodigious a Majority, as 
it hardly. to deſerve the Name of a Part, ſince 
118 almoſt the Whole cometh under this Denomi- 
nation. 

Ex in the learned World, I mean, thoſe 
ik who have had a learned Education, how in- 
cConſiderable is the Number who are either able, 
ff or willing, or dare to think ? Now ſince ſuch 
2s theſe are almoſt wholly paſſive, having no 
il Deſires, no Deſigns, to fetch in Materials for 
ll 

| 

| 


thinking, what happeneth to this idle and indo- 
N lent Herd, is of ſmall Importance. They ne- 
th ver can be poſleſſed of real Knowledge. In- 
ſignificant Sounds are their only Accompliſh- 
ments. As for thoſe who conſider and ſhew 
"Ji themſelves Men, who accuſtom themſelves to 
Reflections and Reviews, and who are under 
| no Terrors, either from temporal or ſpiritual 
Th Powers, with them Prepoſſeſſion is not a very 
wm | important Point. They are peculiarly cautious 
#Y in examining what was ſuggeſted to them in 
dhe Days of their Ignorance, and become pre- 
48 judiced rather againſt than for ſuch early No- 
Tt tices. If old Opinions have an Advantage, fo 
I there a great one from Novelty. For is not 
Bis | this a known and ſenſible Recommendation ? 
Ws The Aﬀectation of delivering ſomething new, 
5 and making Oppoſition to the common Senſe 
1 of Mankind, have been the chief Occaſions of 
1 the higheſt Diſſenſions, and the ſtrongeſt Par- 
* tiles. A proper Temper of Mind, and proper 
16 6 Circumſtances, for receiving and obeying the 
BW I Truth, 
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Truth, are rare and uncommon. But we are 
not therefore to deſpair; nor to deſpiſe, nor to 
neglect the Truth. 
WIA you have offered againſt all —_ 
and uſeful Attempts, to explain and defend the 
Principles of Natural and Revealed Religion, 
| deferveth a particular Reply. Let us attend 
to it as it appeareth in ſeveral Parts of your 
Performance. © The unquiet Eſſays of Rea- 
“ ſoning, curious Diſquiſitions upon his Being 
and Attributes, and the Truth and Authen- 
„ tickneſs of Revelation, are Practices utterly 
« inconſiſtent with the Pretenſions of all ſuch as 
call themſelves Chriſtians.” After obſerving 
on the learned Calculations of Daniel's Weeks, 
and the Analogy of Reaſon and Revelation, 
you thus deliver your Opinion; © I conſider 
<« theſe, as in Truth they are, Inventions of 
late Date, and therefore at beſt ſuperfluous.” 
Again, © Even upon the plaineſt Queſtion 
in Nature, the Exiſtence of a Deity itſelf, 
the Subject of the World where all Men, 
« as it is owned, muſt needs naturally believe, 
« it left fairly to themſelves and uninſtructed, 
may one not venture boldly to affirm that 
« all the Productions of Dr. Clarke have made 
<« for the other Side of the Queſtion, and 
„ raiſed a thouſand Difficulties, which elſe 
« would never have occurred.” 
Tov add afterwards, «© That the hearing 
© theſe Subjects canvaſſed freely, tho' never 
* ſo much to their Advantage in Point of Ar- 
“ gument, is a very dangerous Practice, and a 
- * great weakening to all religious Attachments, 


h „ which. 
Page 16, Page 21. Page 80. 
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& which are eſtabliſhed on ſo much better 


«© Ground.“ 


In Conſequence of this Way 1 Thinking, 
you pronounce what hath been the evil Event 
of Mr. Boyle's Lectures. His Deſign was 
laudable and pious — The Scheme has, in 
the Event, proved more radically injurious 
“ to the Cauſe of Piety, and more fatally in- 
& ſtrumental in unhinging all religious Princi- 
„ ples, than any, that the Art and the Malice 


of Religion's worſt Enemies could ever have 


efiſed. 

To Perſons who have attained to your r high 
Degree of Faith, and who have the religious 
Senfations you recommend, ſuch Inſtructions 
and Informations are perfectly diſagreeable. 
They have all within, and want nothing exter- 
nal. But were not Grotius's Intentions good 
and proper, when he undertook the Defence of 


the Chriſtian Religion? His Countrymen, by 


their extended Commerce with Pagans and 
Mabometans, heard and ſaw many Things quite 
oppoſite to the Chriſtian Doctrine. Was it 


needleſs to prepare them to make a Reply to 


the many Invectives and Objections with which 


they were entertained ? Was nothing to be of- 


tered to prevent their being ſeduced ? Were 
they to give no Account of the Reaſon: of 
their Faith and Practice ? Is nothing to be done 
but having Recourſe to your Principle | ? And 
thus, they were only to denounce Damnation 
againſt Infidels, and to maintain their own Be- 
lief, by revolving in their Minds the Horrors 
of Woe, which would be the Conſequence of 

their 

Page 85, 86. 


tell 


their departing from it. The Jews Rtill re- 
main a numerous Body of People, diſperſed 
throughout the Face of the Earth; are Their 
Labours to be treated with Contempt, Who 
have attempted their Converſion by ſeveral 
Methods of Reaſoning, and particularly by. 
Explanations of Daniel's Weeks? Or is it of 
no Importance to Chriſtianity to diſpoſe into 
Order, and to place in proper Lights, the E- 
vidences we have of the Reſurrection? 
„TRE Exiſtence of a Deity (you aver) is 
«< what all Men muſt naturally believe, if left 
* to themſelves.*”* Have there then never 
been any Atheiſts in the World? Did Clarke 
and others invent the Objections and Difficul- 
ties which they have produced, only in order 
to ſhew their Skill and Abilities in their Solu- 
tions and Anſwers? Are they to be blamed for 
what they have ſo well performed, and to ſo 
good Purpoſe? Were the many important Ad- 
verſaries and their Adherents, to glory in their 
Objections as unanſwerable ? Is this fundamen- 
tal Article of all Religion to be given up, as 
not capable of any Defence, and as what can- 
not be made out by any good Proofs? Are we 
not to enter into the Conſideration of thoſe 
Arguments we have of the inviſible: Being, 
from the Things which are the Objects of 
Senſe? By ſearching into the Works of God, 
are we not, when we have diſcovered Eviden» 
ces of the Artificer of all Things, to produce 
and explain them? When metaphyſical Argu- 
ments have been offered in a mathematical 
Way, in order to remove the Foundations of 
all our Hopes, is it faulty to make Replies to 


ſuch 
Page 80. 
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fuck Adverſaries, and to endeavour the Eſtab- 
liſnment of what they have endeavoured to 


deſtroy ? : 

Wx Oppoſition is made to the Truth and 
Authentickneſs of a Revelation, then Defen- 
ces become neceſſary. But if no ſatisfactory 
Anſwers can be given, if all Attempts in the 
Way of Apology make the Thing worſe, why 


are we to ſubmit with ſo much Reverence to 
an Authority, which cannot be ſupported ? 


You learn, and can pretend only from hence 
to learn the Truth of your great Principle. 
But ſhall we hearken to an Inſtructor in any 
Caſe, but eſpecially in this, ſo contrary to com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon, whoſe Credit becom- 
eth more doubtful after the beſt Defences ? 
TE Conſequences which follow from your 


Doctrine not only to the Diſadvantage, bur to 


the Deſtruction of Natural as well as Revealed 
Religion, do not require any laboured Expla- 
nation. The Intention of a Writer of your 
Ability and Addreſs is obvious to common 
Obſervation : The Manner in which your Prin- 
ciple is propoſed, proved, and illuſtrated, is a 


full Intimation what your real Sentiments are, 


of the Truth and Importance of this Goſpel _ 
Evidence. On your own Account, it is there- 
fore needleſs to offer any Obſervations : But as 


there are Numbers in the World, far from be- 


ing Maſters of your cool and deliberate Way 
of Thinking, who have practically entertained 


with great Sincerity your enthuſiaſtick Specu- 


lations, I will offer ſome Reffexions on this 
Kind of Evidence. Particular Notice muſt be 


taken of the Manner in which you have mana- 


ged it. | 
You 


* | 
Yov tell us *, The Motive which induces 
« Men to believe the Goſpel, is the peculiar 
« Grant and Munificence of Heaven, over 
ce and above the common Privileges of Na- 
e ture.” Again, © Such a full and home- 
felt Perſuaſion, as will render ſuperfluous all 
“ farther Care, and purpoſed Labour in the 
„ Search.” From ſuch Accounts and Decla- 
rations as theſe, the univerſal Effect and Influ- 
ence of your Faith may juſtly be expected: 
How ſhall we anſwer the Inquiry, why this 18 
not ſo in Fact, but by ſuppoſing the Limita- 
tion of this Favour to a few was fixed from 
Eternity, by an irreſiſtible Decree? Or if we 
conſider it as a Tranſaction of Time, how can 
we forbear apprehending ſomething arbitrary 
and capricious in ſuch a Behaviour; or that 
there is a Defect of Power or Goodneſs ? Your 
Solution of the Difficulty we have Page 63; 
„The univerſal Tender of. this Conviction, 
* however potent in its Influence, muſt yet 
depend greatly on the proper Diſpoſition of 
our Minds to give it Reception for its Effi- 
* cacy.”” But how is this conſiſtent with the 
Account you give “ of this Perſuaſion which 
<« renders ſuperfluous all farther Care? Lou 
ſeem afterwards to forget the Neceſſity of this 
previous Diſpoſition, and to ſuppoſe this ſuper- 
natural Gift beſtowed on all; on the moſt un- 
thinking and unconcerned, as well as upon 
thoſe, who have the moſt ardent Wiſhes and 
Deſires. | 
Ils appeareth from your Repreſentation of 


the en of our . publick Aſ- 
18 11 E ſemblies. | 


Tae 570 > Page 112, 173. 
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ſemblies. » © Theſe unanimous Confeſſors have 


« never beſtowed, in their whole Lives, one 
c fingle Thought in a ſpeculative Way, on 
„ the Truth or Falſhood of all that long Train 


of Propoſitions they ſo liberally avow.” — 
Your eaſy Account of this Proceeding is. 


That it can be only the Effect of the me | 
Spirit, that from the Lips of them all con- 
* triveth to ſpeak the ſame Thing, that by 
„this Means, tho” Men cannot be all of one 


Opinion, they may be of one Faith. 


Where is the proper Diſpoſition of Mind in 


the Generality of the Votaries of an extenſive 
Diſtrict? Doth not the Spirit come down upon 


them without any Call, without any Know- 
ledge, without any Expectation on their Part, 
or any Conſciouſneſs of their nnn to 
ſo divine a Gift? FL 

Yov account for the Magiſtrate” 8 preſcribing 
in Religion, from ſpiritual and ſupernatural 
Information, © His Underſtanding, naturally 
« conſidered, has no Pre-eminence.”*—*< If he 
« drew his Tenets from no better a Founda- 
* tion than his own Reaſon, he can have no 
Manner of Pretenſion to expect an implicit 
„ Deference from me.“ It is far otherwiſe, 
« if we will ſuppoſe, whenever we ſee him 


© exerting ſuch an Authority, that our Pray- 


ers have taken Effect on his Behalf, and that 
“he is ever prevented in his Choice, by the 
, unerring Inſtructions of the Holy Spirit.“ 
You talk of the Conſciouſneſs of his inſpi- 
red Certainty, as the only Juſtification of 
his Proceedings.” — Muſt we ſuppoſe this 


{ſupernatural Ability and Conſciouſneſs to be 


CONn- 
rens. ar- o. *Page 97 
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conſtantly connected with his Office? You take | 
no Notice of any previous Diſpoſition of his 
Thoughts and Heart for the Reception of ſuch 
miraculous Accompliſhments : All thefe are 
wholly. aſcribed to the Prayer of others. In 
his private Character, he may be as ignorant, 
irreligious, and immoral as poffible ; but by: 
Virtue of publick Litanies, in his publick Ca- 
pacity, he muſt needs be infallible and uner- 
ring in all Regulations relating to Religion. 
WHETHER you ever intended to be ferious 
and confiſtent in theſe and many other Parti- 
culars, is of eafy Obſervation to every intelli- 
gent Reader; but in no Place do you more 
ſtrongly expreſs your real Purpoſe, than Page 
72, How much true Zeal and Acuteneſs 
« ſhine forth in Breaſts unadvantaged with the 
„ minuteſt Portion of human Talents or Ac- 
<« quirements ?”*—lrt is far from being wonder- 
ful, that Zeal ſhould have a Reſidence in ſuch 
Breaſts; but Acuteneſs 1 is your ben Diſco- 
very 
Sor Wie has W. taken already of what 


you have advanced Page 63; your Argument 


there, and Page 64, in order to prove Infidelity 
to be criminal, deſerveth to be cleared and ſet- 
tled: The proper Diſpoſition of Mind to 
„give Faith Reception, becometh indeed a 
„ Feſt of Obedience; whereas the arbitrary 
<*- Determinations of Reaſon are well known 
« to be Events intirely out of our Power.” 

Whether we' will attend to, and procure full 
and proper Evidence, according to the Ap- 
pearance and Strength of which all our Rea- 
ſonings are governed, is in our Power: And 
Seen to our good or bad Behaviour, as ra- 
E 2 tional 


361 
tional Beings, we become innocent or crimi- 
nal. Human Minds there are, and have been 


well diſpoſed, by being freed from Pride, Paſ- 
ſion, and Prejudice, who yet have not been, 
able to attain to the Kind and Degree of Faith 
which you recommend. Many truly: devout 
and humble cannot agree with you *, © in 


thinking Abſurdities the ſtrongeſt Pre ſump- 
<< tion poſſible in its Favour: Can any one 
give his Aſſent willingly and heartily, while 


his Underſtanding ſuggeſteth to him the ſtrong- 


eſt Suſpicions of Abſurdity and Impoſſibility? 
Profeſſions and Declarations are poſſible, not ſo 


with regard to inward Sentiment. 


On Truth, and Obligation to aſſent to it, 


you have delivered ſeveral remarkable Things. 


Page 18, after taking Notice of Mr. Addiſon's 


Proofs, by which you acknowledge, he has 


* evinced, beyond all Contradiction, the Truth 
* of the Sacred Writings :** You add, © the 
* Truth of the Hiſtory is by no Means the 
Matter in Queſtion, but my Obligation to 
&* aſſent to it.-—It is one Thing whether a Pro- 


<< poſition be true in itſelf, and another, whe- 


* ther a Man be bound to apprehend and be- 


* heve it.) Again, when you are repeating 


in a wry Way », © However plauſibly 
* Chriſtianity may be inforced as a Fact, it can 
yet never be true as a Goſpel, in Virtue of 
« any Argument deduced from Reaſoning.” — 
What you have delivered Page 19, as to © the 
Truth of the Goſpel ſhining out ſo conſpi- 
* cuoully, — and yet appearing otherwiſe' ta 
* the rude and ſhort-ſighted Underſtandings 


6c 


of many As to its being liable to be often 
_< mi 
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1 Z 
i miſconceived, Sc. All theſe Things do 
not appear ſufficient Explanations of your 


general Aſſertions. You have furniſned the 
Lazy and Careleſs with ample Excuſes for not 


aſſenting to numerous Truths of the moſt im- 


portant Kind. Propoſitions of an indifferent 
Nature, and in which the Welfare of Mankind, 
neither here nor hereafter, is in any Degree 
concerned, we are not bound to apprehend and 
believe. But when the Caſe is quite different, 
Attention and Application are proper and ne- 
ceſſary. The Truth of the Goſpel Hiſtory is 
a very material Point in Queſtion. If Chriſti- 
anity may be inforced as a Fact, muſt it not 
be true as a Goſpel, in Virtue of good Argu- 
ments deduced from Reaſon? In any other 
conſiderable Affair, ſhould we require ſtronger 
and better Motives to engage our Aſſent? 
Why are they then weak and inſignificant, be- 
cauſe Religion is concerned? 

In your Recapitulation of the Argument, | 
Page 109, you have blended together Truth 
and Fallacies, the Doctrine of the New Teſta- 
ment, and human Commandments. 

Mens being of one Mind, abſolutely and 
_ ſtrictly ſpeaking, is never to be expected du- 
ring the preſent State of Things. Temporal 
Hopes and Fears, irregular Appetites and Paſ- 
fions, and many other evil Motives and Habits, 
corrupt the Underſtanding,. and are the Occa- 
ſion of the Differences and Diſſenſions which 
abound in the World. From pure and undif- 
turbed Reaſon alone are we to expect the agree- 
able Fruits of Peace and Unanimity. Not the 
Expectation of miraculous and ſupernatural 
Aſſiſtances, but the making the beſt Uſe of 


our 


3 
our common and natural Adyantages is our 
preſent Duty. In being thus employed, we 
may hope for Favours and Bleffings from 
Heaven. No extraordinary Accompliſhments 
are neceſſary to the underſtanding! of true 
Chriſtianity. Did not Men notoriouſly abuſe 
and neglect their Time and Parts, they might 
have theſe in much greater ran for the 
Purpoſes of Religion. 

Is it indeed doing Honour to God, to 1 
poſe we become acceptable to him, by re- 
noyncing our moſt diſtinguiſhing Excellency 
in the moſt . exalted and excellent Affair of 
Religion? ? Is this the peculiar Glory of the 
Goſpel Revelation, that it teacheth us to cul- 
tivate warm Affections and blind Zeal; to 
have a ſteady and ſtrong Faith, but not to pre- 
fime. to inquire why or what we believe? By 
Children, Ideots, and ignorant Pagans, when 
they can once pronounce the Words, Creeds 
may be repeated. Now, tho' they cannot 
connect Senſe with their Words, do they com- 
mence Believers, by having an unaccountable 
Liking and Affection for theſe Sounds? With 
you, this feems the chief Requiſite in Faith. 
For, lt is equally neceſſary at every Period 

4 of our, Lives, ---and we are to go through 

« no Courfe of Proofs, tho' never ſo obvious, 
“to give it Credit and Authority with us.” 
Afterwards, > Even with Regard to the moſt 
« competent Judges, it is impoſſible: to con- 
* ceive any the leaſt Connexion betwixt the 
« Notion of Duty and affenting rationally to any 
<- Propoſition ever fo ſtrongly ſupported.” It is, 
we . eee not an uncommon Thing for 

Men | 
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Men to have a rational Perſuaſion of Propoſi- 
tions, repreſenting their Faith and Obedience, 
and yet to remain very wicked, and Profeſſors 
of Infidelity. Knowledge and Truth in, the 
Head is not always attended with the Obedi: 
ence. of Faith and a holy Life. This is the 
Caſe when domineering Intereſts, Paſſions, and 
evil Habits prevail. But all Men, of upright 
Hearts and clear Heads, eaſily conceive the 
Connexion betwixt a Propoſition being ration- 
ally evident, and thoſe Duties which are to 
follow. When ſpeculative Truths are proved 
and explained, if we attend to, and are ſatis- 
fied with what is offered, is not our Faith thus 
engaged ? Proper Notices of our religious and 
moral Behaviour are gained, by conſidering 
the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of thoſe Propo- 
fitions which contain the Particulars of our. 
Duty. To act agreeably to them, is the Duſt- 
neſs of a willing and obedient Mind. © 
Your Repreſentations of the Nature of the 
uncertain Efficacy of Argument, and of the 
Judgments of Men ſpeculatively diſpoſed, have 
the Appearances of ſomething conſiderable. 
You are here talking of a complicated Argu- 
ment; now what are we to underſtand by 
its being ſufficiently calculated to extort an 
« Aﬀent from every one that hears it? DO 
you really think there is ſuch Force and com- 
manding Power in any Argument of a religi- 
ous and moral Kind? Humility, Peace, and 
Self-denial, are expreſsly recommended by the 
Example and Doctrine of the great Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith. But Pride and In- 
— Wrath and Strife, Covetouſneſs: and 


VVV 2 Page 110. 


3 | l have: too rae intel, the 
Lives of the moſt eminent and diſtinguiſhed | 
PFrofeſſors of Chriſtianity. © 5 


ALLus1ons to Facts, Uſiages and Cue 


i A ſeveral: Places of the New Teſtament of 


difficult and uncertain: Interpretation. But all 
the neceſſary Doctrines therein contained, and 
whatever is written for our Inſtruction and 
Correction in Righteouſneſs, are plain and eaſy. 
And yet the Comments and Devices of Men 
have from hence formed Opinions of a myſte- 
rious and unintelligible Nature. How hath 
divine Wiſdom been darkened by Words with- 
out Knowledge? Hence the Hardſhips and 
Diſcouragements in the Way of Chriſtian 


Knowledge and Faith. Thus, what is uſeful, 


comfortable, and a moſt reaſonable Service, is 


repreſented as dark, diſmal, and only to be 


regarded with Horror and Veneration. And 
all we perform is to be the Effect of a blind 
and implicit Obedience. 
csuqc are the Returns made unto him, who 
8 has ſhewed thee, O Man! what is good; and 
« what the Lord thy God doth require of thee.” 
NoTwiTHSTANDING what human Policy 


hath decreed to the contrary, and the gloomy 
Suſpicions of Melancholy or Enthuſiaſm, of 
no natural Rights and Liberties of Judging are 


we deprived "by Chriſtianity. All Sorts of 
Force and Conſtraint, of Fear and Suſpicion, 
are greatly to the Diſhonour of true Faith.. 
If it 1s not our free and willing Choice, how 
can it be a true and lively Faith? Greater Pre- 
judices cannot be formed againſt the Merit of 
any Religion, than forbidding all Reaſoning 


and Examination. When theſe are repre- 
ſented 


T0 15 
ſented as tlie e of the ht can any 
Thing be more to its Diſadvantage? Are they 


* faithful and cru, A ny of all Accepe : 
«© tron N 7 


I MIAT proceed in Reflections of. this 
Kind: But enough hath been ſaid to thoft 
who are willing to attend, and with fair up- 
right Intentions inquire after Truth. As for 
thoſe who in Deſpair have given over all 
Search, or who deſpiſe all Pretenſions to 
Truth; and for others, who, on the contrary, 
are ſure and ſatisfied, upon only preſuming 
Things are true; labouring with ſuch is vain, 
and to no Purpoſe. 

Z you have produced from Biſhop 
Beveridge, * as far as his Name and Authority 
is of any Weight, is ſtrong in Support of 
your Doctrine. On my Side I have Oracles 
who had much better Heads, and who were 
_ equally hearty in the Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 
But what Archbiſhop Tillolſon and others have 
delivered is ſo well known, that it is Tg 
needleſs to make any Quotations. 

War you have preſented us with, 
your Title Page, from a Pagan Mister 
is not ſo fair, and truly to your Purpoſe, as 
what we have from this Chriſtian Biſhop. 
What Cotta delivereth in the third Book, are 
not the Sentiments to which Cicero's Judgment 
inclined, For this is his Remark on the 
Whole. --- Hec cum eſſent difta, ita diceſſumus, 
ut Velleio Cotte Diſputatio verior, mibi Balbi ad 
,veritatis ſimilitudinem videretur efſe propenſior. 
Nor are we to ſuppoſe every Thing there ſaid 


Hage 103. 


was Cotta s fixed and real Opinion, ſince thus 
F bs. 2M 
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he beginneth —-Laque cogito, ul dixi, non tam 
refellere ejus Orationem, quam ea, que minus in- 
zellexi, requirere. And this is his Concluſion — 
Fec fere dicere habui de naturd Deorum, non ut 
eam tollerem, ſed ut intelligeretis, quam eſſet ob. 
ſeura, & quam difficites explicatus haberet. But 
ſuppoſe theſe and many other great Names of 
Antiquity were on your Side, it only verifieth 
a common Obſervation, That there is nothing 
fo fooliſh and abſurd, which ſome Philoſopher 
or other hath not aſſerted. The Amount of 
this Doctrine 1s, that the brutal 1s better than 
the human Nature, and that the beſt State of 
all is, to be quite devoid of Senſe as well as 
Underſtanding. How notorious 1s the Fal- 
lacy, when he aſcribeth all publick and private 
Vices and Villanies to Reaſon ; ſince the Dic- 
tates of Reaſon are ſtrong and expreſs againſt 
ſuch a Behaviour? True it is, if they were 
not rational Agents, of Theſe, Men would not 
be capable. But at this Rate of Arguing, 


Life and Exiſtence are Evils. Cotta 1s ned | 


as much againſt being a Rationaliſt in Religion 


as you are. Mibi enim unum ſat erat, ita Ma- 


Jores noſtros tradidiſſe ; ſed tu auckoritates contem- 


nis, ratione pugnas. And in many other Places 


to the fame Purpoſe. As Cicero has expreſſed 
his Inclination to Balbus's Opinion, I will add 
his Senſe of the Affair. Eorum ſcilicet Ani- 


mantium, que ratione utuntur. Ii ſunt Di & 


Homines, quibus profecto nibil eft melius; ratio 
eſt enim que præſtat omnibus *. 
I Have now expreſſed my Senſe of Things, 
and wherein and why I differ from you. As I 
have endeavoured to avoid all indecent Reflec- 
tions, 

Page 230. Ex. Bd. Dav. 
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tions, it is hoped, there have not many Of- 
fences of this Kind been committed. If there 
are ſuch Appearances, they were not wilful, 
and therefore may expect to be excuſed. 

To your concluding Advice, I will add a 
Caution from the ſame Authority; “ Ceaſe, 
« my Son, to hear the Inſtruction, that cauſeth 


to err from the Words of enn 
Cambridge, June 11, 1742. 


P. S. Ir is not material to inform the Rea- 
der, by what Accidents the Publication of this 
Letter hath been delayed. 
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